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Weekly Reflection

Prov 31:13, 19-20, 30-31 Ps 127
1Thes5: 1-6 Mt 25: 14-30

T

here is a crisis of identity in the world today:
strident cries for recognition of the many facets of
human behaviour which we call life. What is needed is
a healthy respect for all humanity and an acknowledgement that each individual has a right to live in safety,
security and peace in our world. Today’s readings are
centered on the uniqueness of each human being and
give us a foretaste of the life that Jesus promises to us
all.
In the first reading from Proverbs we have a beautiful
description of the perfect wife. We are each gifted with
a certain talent. In the Old Testament the role of Wife
and Mother was considered the most suitable for the
daughters in a family. Their role was to build a home
for their husbands and children. In an economy where
the man worked and the woman stayed at home this
was accepted as normality and though we may disagree
with the imposition of such roles on men and women
this was the pattern for many centuries almost up to
our present time. However, as the writer of proverbs
observes, in a plea for equality, “Give her a share in
what her hands have worked for, and let her works tell
her praises at the city gates”.
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The parable of the Talents in the Gospel continues this
theme of the importance of using our gifts wisely and
for the benefit of all. The passage looks at three individuals who are entrusted with their master’s money.
He places his faith in them but realises that they, like
us, are gifted in different ways. One is skillful with
money and invests it wisely making a good return for
his master, the second is not so gifted but still produces
a profit even from a smaller resource, The third however does not use the gifts he has been given, instead
he hides the money so that he can return it when the
master comes home.
We too have our talents, our gifts. If we choose to
use them, we can create a better world for ourselves and those around us. If, however, we choose
to hide our gifts and waste our opportunities then
we may be faced with God, at the end of our days,
when He will ask us what we have done with our
lives.
I would suggest that none of us would want to face
judgement with empty hands and gifts that are
tarnished with rust!
- David Frank

The Feast of Christ the King takes place the weekend 22nd -23rd November. This is Youth Sunday
and our opportunity to donate to YMT to support their continuous work amongst our young people. Like all of us, they have faced challenges in reaching out due to restrictions; however, they have
been communicating with our young people through social media and by creating resources for our
schools and parishes. www.ymt.org https://www.youtube.com/user/life2dfull
To donate, please send cheques to Youth Ministry Trust, Emmaus Youth Village, Pemberton Road,
Consett DH8 9BA. or make a BACS Payment HSBC
Account Name: Youth Ministry Trust
Account No:
21172654 Sort Code: 40-34-45

PRIVATE MASSES WILL BE CELEBRATED DURING WEEK COMMENCING 14.11. 20
Saturday 14th November

PRIVATE

Mass: HILARY McTAFF

Sunday 15th November

PRIVATE

Mass: PEOPLE OF THE PARTNERSHIP

PRIVATE

Requiem Mass

Tuesday 17th November

PRIVATE
PRIVATE

Mass: E.R. & FAMILY
Mass: MARIE RAFFERTY

Wednesday 18th November
St Joseph’s
Thursday 19th November
Friday 20th November
Saturday 21st November
Sunday 22nd Nov. Our Lord Jesus Christ the King

PRIVATE
PRIVATE
PRIVATE
PRIVATE
PRIVATE
PRIVATE

Mass: MAUREEN BATES
FUNERAL SERVICE
Mass: DECEASED MEMBERS OF THE CONNOR FAMILY
Mass: PEGGY COATES
Mass: PEOPLE OF THE PARTNERSHIP
Mass: JOHN DODDS

Monday 16th November

St Patrick’s

*Private Prayer: St Patrick’s Church Saturdays 10am-12 noon, St Joseph’s Church Thursdays 10am-12 noon
*St Patrick’s Dipton will have live streamed rosary on Thursday at 7pm

Children’s Liturgy Online: As we’re unable to meet in person, weare continuing to run our children’s liturgy group online
using Zoom and our Facebook page. It would be lovely to have some more children from across the parish to join in. Join our private
Facebook page - St Patrick’s Dipton Children’s Liturgy and join us live at 9.30am every Sunday.

We are very much aware that this is a difficult time for many people in our communities regarding the financial situation and respect that it may be difficult currently to give charitably. However,
we are also aware that our churches have had no income since
March. If you are in a place to still give your weekly contribution
you may wish to do this by direct debit or standing order to your
parish. The name of our accounts are: DHN Stanley St Joseph,
DHN Dipton St Patrick and DHN Byermoor The Sacred Heart.

Bank Details

Parish
Sort code Account No
St Joseph’s Church
40-34-18 81164511
St Patrick’s Church
40-34-18 91797557
Sacred Heart Church
40-34-18 91492241
However, if this is not possible because of technology
could we ask that you use your envelopes each week
and add your weekly donation that then can be delivered to our churches when we reopen.
ANNOUNCEMENT
Following on from the Prime Minister's announcement on Saturday 31st October, our Churches will be closed for public Mass
from Wednesday 5th November, masses will be said in private.
There will be private prayer time in St Joseph's Church from 10am12 noon on a Thursday and in St Patrick's Church from 10am-12
noon on a Saturday which you are welcome to attend. You do not
need to book to attend private prayer time in Church but you will
be asked for your details on arrival to comply with our Track and
Trace Register requirements.
We will still be circulating our weekly parish newsletter and will
keep you informed of any updates.

Pray for those that need healing in our parishes:
Claire Mills, Pat Wilson, Anne Kennedy, Winnie Watson, Margaret Convey,
Martin Bryce, Maureen Dixon, Mark Pinkerton and Gerard Ritchie.
Recently Deceased: Marie Rafferty

Northern Cross Newspaper
The Northern Cross newspaper would like us to publicise them
through these difficult times. They have sent a long letter which
I have edited-I hope it's not too long for the newsletter-if it is too
long for this week it could maybe go in the following week:
During these difficult times, the Northern Cross newspaper
would like you to consider the following please:
1. That you consider taking out an individual annual subscription to Northern Cross ( details below ).
2. That you help us to publicise the subscription model to
friends and fellow parishioners.
3. Christmas is approaching: why not think of buying a year’s
subscription as a Christmas present for someone?
In his recent encyclical, Fratelli Tutti, Pope Francis highlights
the importance of dialogue and of building fraternity. Northern
Cross, in a very practical way, plays a unique role in building fraternity and facilitating dialogue across the Diocese. You can help
this work to continue by becoming a subscriber.
We encourage you to take out a postal print subscription for £36
a year including post and packing costs. If you prefer reading it
online, you could sign up for the digital edition at £20 a year.
Please email editor@northerncross.org.uk or call 01429 274 408
for more information. You can pay by cheque made out to Northern Cross and posted to: c/o WM Fortune & Son, Collingwood
House, Church Square, Hartlepool, TS24 7EN or make a BACS
transfer to: Northern Cross. Account number: 81602292. Sort
code: 40-43-11

Items for newsletter must be received by a
Tuesday. Send it to: sacred3pontopnews@gmail.com

Statement Regarding the
Publication of the IICSA Report

T

he Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse (IICSA), has
published its investigation report into the Catholic Church
in England and Wales today. This is based on the main public
hearings held in October and November 2019.
Bishop Byrne CO and the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle fully
supports the response from the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of
England and Wales:

Bishops’ Conference Statement on the
Publication of the IICSA Report
The Catholic Church in England and Wales welcomes the Report
from the Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse relating
to the institutional response of the Church in its duty of care to
protect children from sexual abuse and exploitation.
We thank the IICSA Panel for their work. The Report will now
inform the ongoing reform and improvement of safeguarding in
all aspects of the Church’s life.
An important aspect of the Inquiry’s work was the voice given to
victims and survivors of abuse, including the accounts which they
gave of their subsequent engagement with the Church. Listening
attentively to their witness testimony has brought into sharp
relief the extent of the damage this sexual abuse has had on their
lives.
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This is an ongoing task and one to which we are wholly committed. Child sexual abuse is a crime. It is a crime that requires
committed vigilance and strict procedures to ensure reporting
to the statutory authorities. This is the Church’s policy. It is also
why our safeguarding work needs to be continually reviewed and
improved. Where there have been failings and inconsistency in
the application of our safeguarding procedures, we acknowledge
these and commit to actions which will bring about improvement.
Abuse is an evil act against the most vulnerable; it must never
be excused or covered up. Abuse committed against children and

the consequent damage to people’s lives cannot be undone. For
this, we apologise without reservation, and we are committed to
listen attentively to the voices of those who have been abused.
This report is an important moment in our safeguarding journey
in the Catholic Church in our countries. It will now be considered
in detail by us, the Bishops, at our Plenary Assembly beginning
next week so we can explore how to integrate the findings of this
important Inquiry into the life and work of the Church in order to
consistently safeguard children and the vulnerable.
Vincent Cardinal Nichols
President
Archbishop Malcolm McMahon OP
Vice-President
If you have been affected by this report further support is also
available:
1.

You can contact the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle
Safeguarding Team on 0191 243 3305 or find further
contact details at: http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/safeguardingdio/safeguardingcontacts.php

2.

‘Safe Spaces’ is an independent service supporting
survivors of church-related abuse. This independent
service is run by the charity Victim Support and is free
to access via telephone – 0300 303 1056 (answerphone
available outside of opening times), email – safespaces@victimsupport.org, or web-chat via www.safespacesenglandandwales.org.uk.

3.

Other organisations offering support can also be found
via the Catholic Safeguarding Advisory Service at
https://www.csas.uk.net/

On-line Mass Schedule
During these times when our churches are closed and masses are
being streamed online, the Diocese of Middlesbrough have set
up a system to allow people who do not have internet access to
listen to Mass over the telephone. If you would like to access, the
telephone number to call is 01642 130120.
St Mary's Cathedral in Newcastle will remain open each day for
private prayer and Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. The
Church will be open from Monday to Saturday from 10am –
11.30 am with Mass being live streamed at 12.05pm. On Sundays
the church will be open from 9.45am until 11am with Mass live
streamed at 11.30 am.

The Pontop Partnership
St. Teresa’s, Annfield Plain + Our Blessed Lady and St.
Joseph, Brooms + The Sacred Heart, Byermoor + Our
Blessed Lady Immaculate, Blackhill + St. Patrick’s, Consett + St. Patrick’s, Dipton + All Saints, Lanchester +
St. Pius X, Moorside + Our Lady of the Rosary, Shotley
Bridge + St. Joseph’s, Stanley

