Getting ready to go
back to school

This booklet belongs to:
_______________________________

St Joseph’s Catholic Primary
School, Stanley Co Durham
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There have been big changes in our lives because
of coronavirus. Schools were closed for most children and we have had to stay at home. This was
so the number of people who had the virus would
reduce and that would make it safer for us to do
normal things again.
Now that the number of people who have the virus has reduced, schools are starting to reopen.
They will open for some children in certain year
groups and then slowly but surely every child will
be able to go back.
But we still have to think about the virus because
we don’t want it to start to spread again and because of that there are a lot of things being put in
place in school to make sure that we stay safe.
Schools and classrooms will look different when
we go back and many things will have changed.
This booklet will help you start to prepare to go
back to school so that you understand some of
the things that have been put in place to help
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My school will look a bit different….
School Staff
I will be in a group with ___________________. I will
stay with them for the time that I am in school. If
there is any reason they cannot be in school I will
be with at home with ________________________.

At the start of the school day…
We will all arrive at slightly different times to
make sure that groups of children and parents/
carers are able to arrive at school safely. This
means my school day might be shorter. I will
need to arrive at the specified entrance and say
goodbye to my parents at the school gate. I will
wait until my teacher tells me
it’s my turn to come in. My
parent/carer will be told which
entrance and what time I am
to arrive at St Joseph’s.
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How things may look different….
In the corridor…
We can only walk one way down the corridor.
This means we can safely walk to other areas of
the school without passing other people closely.
I will have to put my coat and lunch bag under
my desk. We will enter school at a named door
leave by the same door. This is so
we are walking safely around
school.
In the classroom…
Many of the desks have been removed. This is so
we can stay 2 metres apart from each other. This
is called ‘social distancing’. A lot of our games
and toys have been removed. This is to help us
keep the classroom clean and
tidy. We are not able to share our pens and pencils and need to keep our own
pencils and book on our desks.
We cannot share any pencils or
pens with any of our friends
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At breaktime…
We will have our breaks in small groups. We will
be able to play with each other and will have to
try and play games that do not involve us touching each other such as tag or chase. We will
spend longer outside playing and learning because the virus is less likely to spread outdoors.
We will eat our lunch at our desks in the classroom or outside if the weather is nice. We will
have to clear our own tables and put any rubbish
in the bin. We can still chat to each
other from our tables or outside.

At home time…

When my school day finishes I will leave school
by the entrance I arrived in. I will walk to the
from the school gate to meet my parent/carer. I
must not hang around the school
gates and head straight away from
school. I must remember to socially
distance all the way home.
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Other things will be different too….
My friends
I may not be in the same group as
all my friends but I will be with
someone from my class.
Assemblies
There won’t be any assemblies with the whole
school but we will still have small class assemblies
in our room in our small group.
Displays
Where possible, displays have been covered in
plastic so that they are easy to clean.
Handwashing
I will be expected to wash my hands regularly,
before and after every activity. I
will have to wash them whenever
asked by a staff member and I
cannot say ‘no.’
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My school day timetable
I will be in school, working in a small bubble. The
timetable will not look like it did before this virus
came. We will do lots of Jigsaw, RE and emotional resilience work

1st lesson

2nd lesson

Break

Lunch

Home

Monday

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

The new timetable may seem strange at first,
but as time goes on it will feel more familiar.
My teacher will concentrate on ensuring my
emotional well-being is at the forefront of
what they do in school. Our children will also
focus on reading and enjoying their books.
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Some
helpful
reminders

What I can and can’t
do.

Why?

I cannot get close to people who
are poorly. It is hard to tell who
is poorly because Coronavirus is
invisible.

If they catch any germs that I
have in my body they have to go
to hospital or I could catch their
germs.

I cannot hug or be closer than The government said we need
2m of other people in school. I to keep a distance of 2m. This
cannot touch people’s hair.
is to keep me & others safe.

I cannot scare people or jump I am not keeping 2m apart and
out at them for fun.
this is not safe..

I need to wash my hands regu- Washing my hands with soap
larly & use tissues if I sneeze or & warm water kills any germs.
cough.

I can hug and be close to my
This is because we live in the
pets and people who live in my same house. The government
house.
has said this is ok.
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Grown ups want you to feel safe and happy.
It’s important to tell a grown up if you feel:

Sad

Worried

Scared
These are some of the people you could ask for
help or reassurance:
Your class teacher, any of the other staff who
work in your class, any of the staff in the office,
or Mrs Thorpe, the Head teacher, but most importantly you can talk to your family.
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We are looking forward to welcoming you
back and know that together we can make
it work.

Keeping you all in our thoughts and prayers
Best wishes from the all the staff and governors
of St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School.
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